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GEMA/HS Hurricane Season & HURREX 2019 Training 
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In recent events and in light of hurricane season (June 1 through November 30), GEMA/HS coor-

dinated a Hurricane Exercise (HURREX) in the State Opera+ons Center. HURREX was a three-day 

exercise that began on May 29, 2019 and ended on May 31, 2019. HURREX is a hurricane exer-

cise that is done every year with federal, state, and local par+cipants, who come together to 

par+cipate to be2er prepare for a hurricane disaster. This year’s HURREX exercise consisted of a 

full-scale exercise and table top exercises including Sheltering, Voluntary Organiza+ons Ac+ve in 

Disaster (VOAD), and Road Clearing/Opening and Debris Management. HURREX not only al-

lowed par+cipants to work as if a true incident was taking place, but also showed what ac+ons 

would need to take place at certain points through the progression of a disaster.  

The Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency (GEMA/HS) is the state’s 

preparedness, response, and recovery agency. We work with both public and private sector or-

ganiza+ons to prevent and respond to natural and man-made disasters. GEMA/HS works with 

local, state and federal governments, in partnership with the private sector and faith-based 

community, to prevent and respond to natural and man-made emergencies. In addi+on, GEMA/

HS employees are on 24-hour call statewide to assist local authori+es when disaster strikes. 
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2019 GA Highway Safety Conference 
 

 
 

  TIME Sessions at GOHS 2019 
 
 Responding to Unique Incidents 
 

▪ Bio-Security 
 Courtney C. Wilson 
 GA Dept. of Agriculture 
 
▪ Responder Safety for the  
 Railroad 
 Robert Wood 
 Norfolk Southern Corp. 
 
The GA TIME Task Force 
 

Does Your Agency Need Money?  
We Are Looking for a Few Good 
Champions! 
 Page Porter 
 A-Tow Atlanta & TRAG 
 Cpl. Jeff Cotter  
 Bloomingdale PD 
 TIME Dir. Of Law Enforcement 
 
Managed Lanes Overview 
 

Reggie Fennelle — GDOT HERO 
Kevin Smith— Parsons 
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House Bill 307House Bill 307House Bill 307House Bill 307————A Success!A Success!A Success!A Success!    

Towing is a critical tool for our first responders, quick clearance and public safety.  There 
are more than 1/2 million vehicles towed a year in Georgia.  Most would think this is a 
lucrative industry, but what really happens? An estimated 10-15% of those vehicles towed 
are abandoned and the towing companies are stuck with the highly expensive task of 
processing.  Between the owner, lien holder, and/or insurance companies it is decided it is 
not worth picking up this property and becomes abandoned.   
 
The State of Georgia legislates the abandonment process where it generally takes 150-
170 days to dispose of the public’s trash.  Ultimately, this property gets sold at public 
auction for $300-$500 leaving thousands of dollars loss to the towing companies.  This 
makes the industry reflect on how to clear accidents and roadways more efficiently to 
continue servicing their police agencies.  This year the Towing and Recovery Association of 

Georgia worked with their lobbyist to successfully pass House Bill 307 which deals with abandoned motor vehicles and 
ultimately public safety.  Our Magistrate Courts across the State take 120-180 days to process vehicles that are 
abandoned as a result of an accident on our roadways, police requests for DUI's, expired insurance or tags amongst 
other reasons or illegally parked vehicles on private property.  This has caused a backlog on the industry's storage 
facility and was leading to a public safety issue.  We were able to streamline the process to make a more state-wide 
uniformed system and reduce the number of days before the abandoned vehicle can be disposed or sold.  This is a big 
win for the towers across the state. 
 
The Move Over Law, Time’s ongoing efforts in quick clearance education, and TRAG’s success with the legislature will 
help the towing industry help the motoring public stay safe. 

Towing and Recovery Incen"ve Program (TRIP) 
Georgia’s Towing and Recovery Incentive Program (TRIP) was implemented in metro  
Atlanta to facilitate improved management of large-scale commercial vehicle incidents. 
These large-scale incidents can significantly affect traffic in the region, causing long  
motorist delays, polluting the air, and creating safety hazards. TRIP encourages the 
quick, safe clearance of these incidents by paying performance incentives to highly-
skilled, TRIP-certified towing and recovery companies for clearing wrecks within  
established clearance goals.  
 

Visit h2p://+metaskforce.com/+me-ini+a+ves/trip/ for more information on the TRIP  
application process and deadlines.  
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If you’ve ever thought, “I ou2a be in pictures!”, well here’s your opportunity! The TIME Task Force of Georgia is 

seeking a TIM Team, business, agency or organiza+on to volunteer to produce a new TIME promo+onal video. 

TIME has come a long way since the current TIME video was produced.  In addi+on to now being statewide, TIME 

has new members, and many new programs and services to offer to the traffic incident management community. 

It’s +me to spread the word about the new TIME Task Force! 

Interested agencies should have the ability to stage live ac+on traffic incident scenes with first responders; video 

produc+on and edi+ng capabili+es; and availability to produce the video this year.  TIME will provide the voice-

over talent, script, and photos and video footage from TIME mee+ngs, training sessions, demonstra+ons, and con-

ferences to incorporate into the video. 

Produc+on of the new TIME promo+onal video will be a great way to highlight your TIM program and have a star-

ring role in the success of the TIME Task Force! 

TIME TASK FORCE 

h2p://+metaskforce.com/ 

Contact us TODAY to discuss how your 

agency and the TIME Task Force can team 

up to produce the next big thing—a new 

TIME promo+onal video!   

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION! 

TIME Task Force 

515 Plasters Avenue NE 

Atlanta, GA 30324 

 

Email: info@+metaskforce.com 

 

Phone: 404-320-1776 

Fax: 678-730-7417 
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GA Dept. of Driver Services (DDS) Issues New, More Secure Licenses & IDs 
 

The Department of Driver Services (DDS) is implemen+ng a new card produc+on system 

issuing new and improved driver’s licenses and iden+fica+on cards for Georgia residents. The 

cards will have a drama+cally different look and feel and will be the most secure that our 

state has ever issued! We are conduc+ng the launch in phases with the new system being 

statewide by the end of Summer.  Currently our Conyers, Rockdale County, and Kennesaw, 

Cobb County, Centers have begun the new process.  

Advantages of the new licensing process include increased fraud protec+on, added security 

features and machine-readable technology. It will be harder to steal someone’s iden+ty or 

counterfeit a license. This will make Georgia safer by ensuring that only those that should be 

driving will be issued a license.  

Not only will the new licensing system provide more security, but it will enhance DDS’ 

customer service efforts.  Modern technology will allow a faster issuance process 

which will benefit both customers and employees. More importantly, it will ensure 

that Georgia con+nues to protect the iden+ty and security of one of our State’s most 

important processes.  

• No Rush to Renew! 

All previously issued licenses and IDs will remain valid un+l their expira+on date.  When it’s 

+me to renew, customers will be issued a newly designed card. 

• Interim 

All customers will be issued a temporary Photo Interim for proof of  driving privileges and ID 

purposes un+l the permanent card arrives in the mail within ten days. 

• Fees 

Customer fees for licenses and/or IDs will remain the same: an eight-year license or ID 

remains $32.00.  Veteran, Na+onal Guard and other honorary licenses and IDs will remain 

free to those who qualify. 

 

 

Under 21 Creden"al 

Over 21 Creden"al 
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TOWER  
INCIDENT  

RECOGNITION 
 

On Sunday, March 17 at 19:43hrs, Engine #13 and Truck #10 were 
dispatched for a report of an auto accident with injury on I-75/85 
Southbound, North of University Avenue. Due to additional information 
being received, the call was upgraded to an auto accident with 
entrapment. Engine 12, EMS-2 and Battalion 5 were added to the alarm. 
Engine #6 had become available, so they picked up the call and Engine 
12 was canceled. Due to information that there was a person trapped 
under a vehicle, Squad #4 was added to the alarm due to the possible 

need for lifting equipment.  

Prior to the arrival of AFRD units, Mr. Michael Dominique on A-Tow Unit #257 arrived on scene and found a male patient 
entrapped under a motorcycle and the motorcycle was pinned beneath a car. With only a roll-back type wrecker available to work with, 
Mr. Dominique positioned his vehicle to be able to raise the car up off of the trapped motorcycle rider and secure the car with a chain. 
Because of the position of the motorcycle, this action only freed the upper portion of the patient’s body. The patient’s left leg was still 

pinned under the motorcycle and a part of the motorcycle was impaled in the patient’s leg.  

Captain Dan Branan arrived on Truck #10 and confirmed the entrapment. Truck #10 began to build a box-crib to support the 
auto. Squad #4 was advised that lifting equipment including air bags would be needed to free the victim. Engine #13 arrived and 
assumed patient care. Grady EMS Unit #7601 was on the scene as well as an off-duty AMR paramedic. EMS-2 arrived and assumed 

oversight of patient care. Battalion #5, Chief Sean Johnson arrived and assumed command of the incident.  

Due to the position of the patient, it was necessary to build a “box-crib” with wooden blocks to stabilize and support the 
weight of the car. The lifting of the car did not lift the motorcycle. Additional air bags and wooden wedge blocks were necessary to 
raise the motorcycle. During the extrication, it was necessary for two AFRD members to put themselves in harm’s way and position 
themselves under the suspended car with the patient. The motorcycle had to be lifted and the patient’s leg had to be removed from 
the motorcycle part that it had been impaled upon. Firefighter Ryan Sims of Squad #4 and Captain Keith Schumacher of EMS-2 
positioned themselves on each side of the patient under the vehicle and worked to raise the motorcycle off of the patient’s leg. 
Firefighter Sims used small precision air lifting bags and Captain Schumacher worked by driving wooden wedges into the small space 
available to raise the bike while it was still under the auto. In this case, it was not possible to remove the part from the motorcycle. 
that was impaled in the patient’s leg. Without the ability to see the impalement, Captain Schumacher reached under the motorcycle 
and was able to feel where the leg was impaled. Knowing the pain that would be caused and the possible risk, Captain Schumacher 
removed the leg from the impalement. With just small amount of additional space needed, Firefighter Sims and Captain Schumacher 
then used the wedges to raise the motorcycle just a fraction of an inch more. The patient was finally able to be moved from under the 
two vehicles. Due to the amount of tissue damage that had been sustained and the contamination from the vehicle fluids, multiple 
trauma dressings and irrigating solution had been called for. He was removed and placed on an ambulance stretcher. His wounds 

were immediately irrigated and covered with trauma dressings.  

The patient was loaded into Grady EMS unit #7601 and transported to the Marcus Trauma Center at Grady. Firefighters 
Kedon Hall and Gavin Lamb from Engine #13 boarded the ambulance and assisted in transport to Grady.  Amazingly, no bones were 

broken and there was no serious thoracic injury. This patient survived and is well on his way to recovery.  

Through the quick and aggressive actions of several individuals, this life was saved. The cooperation of several entities 
working together made a significant positive difference. In this effort, the work of several individuals is worthy of commendation. Most 
notably, Mr. Michael Dominique of A-Tow whose quick action immediately removed a significant amount of weight from the patient 

and gave Atlanta Fire-Rescue crews needed time and space to work.  
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TIME Sponsors  - Thank you for your support 
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