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Regional Leaders Make Executive Briefing Breakfast Successful 

Traffic incidents make an impact on the lives of metro-Atlanta drivers daily with 

commutes hindered by crashes, stalls or roadway debris. But it’s not every day that 

community leaders gather for common traffic-related purposes. However, this was the 

case on Monday, Oct. 19 at the headquarters of the Georgia Department of 

Transportation as more than 70 transportation, public safety and political leaders 

convened for the Traffic Incident Management Enhancement (TIME) Task Force’s 

biennial Executive Briefing Breakfast.  

TIME hosts this event to shine a spotlight on the importance of traffic incident 

management for mitigating adverse impacts on metro roads. In addition to the valuable 

networking and idea-sharing enjoyed by attendees, engaging presentations were 

delivered by featured speakers Colonel Mark McDonough, Department of Public Safety 

Commissioner and Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Georgia DOT Commissioner.  

Colonel McDonough cautioned attendees on the danger of complacency, encouraging 

vigilance in safe driving to prevent incidents. He also stressed the importance of staying 

actively engaged in TIME. He likened traffic incident management to a waltz in that it 

takes time and practice to perfect, but the results are well worth the effort.  

Commissioner McMurry provided an overview of several new initiatives to benefit the 

traveling public and TIME community. New managed lanes on I-75 will be part of the 

largest managed lanes system in the country, most of which will be in elevated roadway 

segments. He also reported that the Transportation Funding Act of 2015 (House Bill 170) 

will bring much needed funding to the state, improving Georgia’s ability to deliver safety 

and congestion mitigation infrastructure projects.  

Story continues on next page. 
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Both speakers highlighted the importance of safety and incident prevention. While 

Georgia has had several campaigns aimed at boosting seat belt use, curbing distracted 

driving and underscoring speed enforcement, traffic fatalities are still on the rise. Two 

new initiatives — “Drive Alert, Arrive Alive” and “Stop the Threat” — are hoped to raise 

awareness for commuters and commercial vehicle operators. 

Attendees of the TIME Executive Briefing also received an overview of TIME’s recent 

accomplishments and the benefits of membership.   

 Membership in the TIME Task Force is free and gives local agencies access to 

quarterly meetings, annual conferences, training sessions and special workshops.   

 Local jurisdictions have formed TIM teams for their emergency responders to discuss 

issues and debrief recent incidents.    

 Several agencies and jurisdictions have endorsed the Georgia Open Roads Policy and 

its 90-minute incident clearance goals.  

 The Towing and Recovery Incentive Program (TRIP) raises the bar for certified 

towers, requiring them to have advanced training and specialized heavy duty 

recovery equipment.  As a result of efforts by the TIME Task Force, the Georgia 

State Patrol only uses TRIP-certified towers, resulting in tremendous improvements 

to the skill and efficiency of clearing large commercial vehicle crashes. 

The next time you’re involved in, delayed by or responding to a traffic incident, 

remember that the TIME Task Force is hard at work behind the scenes. TIME is 

educating the public and raising awareness while providing training for boots-on-the-

ground first responders, giving them the tools they need for faster incident clearance in 

a safer environment.  

And even early on a Monday morning, TIME is providing forums like the 2015 

Executive Briefing Breakfast for regional leaders and policymakers to share success 

stories and learn how they can be a part of the solution to save lives and time.   

Executive Briefing Breakfast, Continued 
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TIME Champions 

TIME Supporters TIME Saver Awards Sponsor 

TIME Table Sponsors 

Thanks to the TIME Executive Briefing Breakfast Sponsors 

The TIME Task Force appreciates the support of the following sponsors.  

Their contributions and participation made it possible to host a successful 

Executive Briefing Breakfast event. 



 4 

 

 

 

Traffic Incident Management Enhancement 
(TIME) Task Force  
 
 
 
 
 

4th Quarter 2015 Newsletter      TIMETaskForce.com 

2015 TIME Saver Award Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the recent TIME Executive Briefing Breakfast, recognition was given to those 

who made outstanding contributions to traffic incident management this year. Sixteen 

local, state and federal emergency response agencies involved in clearance of the May 8 

plane crash on I-285 were each presented the 2015 TIME Savers Award. These 

responders worked together effectively to clear this extraordinary incident in under 

four hours — an outstanding accomplishment for such a complex incident. 
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 Chat Comm 911 

 City of Brookhaven Police 

 City of Chamblee Police 

 City of Doraville Police 

 City of Sandy Springs Police 

 DeKalb County Fire 

 DeKalb County Medical Examiner 

 DeKalb County Police 

 Federal Aviation Administration 

 Georgia DPS - Georgia State Patrol 

 Georgia DPS - Motor Carrier 
Compliance Division 

 Georgia DOT - Highway Emergency 
Response Operators (HERO) 

 Georgia DOT - Maintenance 

 Georgia DOT - Transportation 
Management Center 

 National Transportation Safety Board 

 S&W Towing and Recovery 

TIME Co-Chairman Captain Nikki Renfroe, GSP Troop C Commander, was also 

honored as the 2015 TIME Board Member of the Year for her tireless efforts to 

advance TIME and promote its mission of safe, quick clearance and regional 

collaboration. 
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TRIP Applications Accepted Through Nov. 30 

Applications are now being accepted from professional 

towing businesses who are interested in participating in 

the Towing and Recovery Incentive Program (TRIP). New 

route assignments will begin April 1, 2016. 

Completed application documents are due before Nov. 30, 

2015 by 5:00 p.m. EST. For more information, visit the 

TRIP initiative portion of the TIME Task Force site at 

TIMETaskForce.com.  

The publication Tow Times recently featured the 

New Image Towing and Recovery mobile crane 

TRIP incident from May 2015.  

Photos and video from this successful and difficult 

recovery are posted on Facebook: 

Facebook.com/TowingRecoveryIncentiveProgram 

TIME Board Elections 

in December 

All of the TIME Task Force 

Board of Director positions 

will be open for election 

during the December meeting 

(Dec. 2). 

Board members will affirm 

the new slate of officers in 

December. New officers will 

be announced online prior to 

the next newsletter edition.  

 

 


