
TIME Meeting Minutes 04/21/15 

 

Doug Turnbull and Mark McKay – WSB Radio 

- Discussed routes taken by helicopter to oversee daily traffic in Atlanta- coverage begins at 6 am. 

- Team provides traffic updates every 6 minutes with a goal of warning motorists of incidents and 

protecting those clearing the roadways by getting the information out. 

- WSB obtains its own traffic information and makes approximately 25 calls/hour to different 

counties for traffic updates. 

- Relationship with dispatchers and public officials is vital to obtaining correct information.  

- WSB is eager to be involved with TIME and asked that we reach out to them as needed. 

Nick Brown, GEMA 

- Effective communication is most important component between agencies for traffic 

management 

- Incompatibilities between agency communication systems lead to delayed response time and 

misinformation 

- MotoBridge is currently helping connect existing agency systems that are non-compatible and 

patching them to make them compatible.  

- The Atlanta UASI system is a standalone radio system that helps manage large events in Atlanta. 

It’s used daily by GA State Patrol but largely underutilized, as a whole. System is 10 years old and 

upgrades would cost around $15 million. The ISSI system is a good alternative to this at $2 

million.  

- ISSI works with any type of technology and is currently in the works for news channels.  

After Incident Review - Sgt. Sheffield- Sandy Springs PD 

- I-285 W Roswell Rd. at 6:32 am, large animal/mass reported in the roadway 

- HERO units were on scene at 6:49 am  

- Evidence was in 5 lanes of 285, a span of 622 feet 

- The Glenridge and GA 400 ramps were closed and the roadway closed for 2 hours and 45 

minutes, reopened at 9:24 am 

- HERO units were extremely helpful in assisting Sandy Springs PD with the clearing of the 

incident.  

I-285 NW Northside Drive 

- 4:32 am report came in 

- 4:42 officers were on scene, 4:54 DOT arrived and setup detours 

- I-285 shutdown for 4 hours but the detour kept traffic flowing 

- 3 vehicles and a pedestrian were involved, spanning 1,210 feet of roadway 

- Diverting traffic was difficult due to only 1 access road 

 

 



 

Towing & Recovery Incentive Program (TRIP) – Brian Purvis, Parsons 

- Since 2008, total payments of $1,242,420 have been paid out in TRIP completion bonuses. 

- Prior to the TRIP program, the average time to clear an incident was 216 minutes and in 2014 

the average fell to 30-38 minutes.  

- For 2015, routes have been updated. Coverage along interstates 75 and 20 have been extended.  

- Overall, the city is seeing an uptick in crashes, stalls and tractor trailer incidents. As the economy 

improves, there has been more congestion, incidents and tractor trailer rollover crashes due to 

increased activity on the roadways for transportation of goods.  

- Atlanta is cited as #1 in tractor trailer rollovers but is also #1 with regard to response times.    

- There is a desire to increase TRIP’s footprint by having a greater presence in Douglasville, 

Rockdale and Newton counties.  

2015 TIME Task Force/ GOHS Annual Conference Update – Heather Edens 

- This year’s conference will be in conjunction with GOHS in Savannah, GA, August 17-19. 

- To register for this event, visit: https://www.gahighwaysafety.org/annualconference/ 

- Book your room today at the Savannah Hyatt Regency Hotel. The hotel is filling up quickly. 

- TIME will host 7 sessions during the conference and host SHRP II Training 

TIME Committee Updates and Announcements – Christine Simonton 

- All counties and agencies are encouraged to be involved with TIME initiatives! 

- Host a quarterly meeting, Train the Trainer or SHRP 2 trainings for your agency/county. 

- Training is free and TIME comes directly to you  

- Learn about and sign the Open Roads Policy (ORP) 

 

 


